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THE LATEST BLUNDER OF

NICHOLAS Il

“It is worse than a crime—it is a
blunder,” was the saying of the witti-
est and the most subtie of French
statesmen. The dissolution of the Dou-
ma by ukase of the Czar is admitted by
all to have been such a blunder. The
most thorough-faced SBoclalist writers,
and the calmest and most sclentific
historical and political specialists, ad-
mit the same thing. Nven the moder-
ates of the Douma as represented by
Heyden and Stakhoviteh did not hesl
tate to avow that Nicholas had acted
quite within his constituional rights in
dlggolving a body whom he charged
with “straying into spheres beyond
their competence” and “making com-
ments" upon the lmperfections of the
Fundamental Laws. Yet, as Mr. Paul
Leroy-Beaullen says In the Parls Heo-
nomiste Francais, “we must not lay it
to his charge as a crime.” It was a
blunder because of Its futility, de-
clares the Soclalist Neue Gesellschaft
(Berlin), and gives the following rea-
s0N8:

“The ukase of a weakling has wiped
out the first parliament of Russia, but
that ukase can not crush the forces
which .hig parlilament has called to
life, It can not wipe out the memor-
les which survive the last three years
of Russian history. You may dissolve
a parliament, but not a revolution.
The deeds which have distinguished a
revolution are the permanent posses
slons of a people. If the Czar has de-
gtroyed the Douma, it fs not Improb-
able that he has also destroyed the
monarchy and the Romanoff dynasty:
time will show. But he has not set
the Rusisan constitulon Into perma:
nent abeyance. A state which has
once left the path of absolutism can
never agnin return to it

Mr. Leroy-Beaulieun is a deep stu-
dent of nussian affairs. In the article
above quoted he expresses his convie-
tion that “it certainly seemed to be a
gimpler and cieverer course for the
Czar to have set up & new prime min-
ister, and offered that post to Mr
Mouromtseff, the president of the
Doumn, of whom all partles thought
and spoke well, and to have required
that statesman to formulate a detafled
program of his future policy. If the
program he gave proved unacceptable
the czar should have suspended or pro-
rogued the Russian parliament, never
have dissolved it."

The appointment of Mouromtseff as
premier is advoeated also by the Lon-
don Times, which thinks that the czar
ghould have had patience with the
Douma until its members had realized
their plan of a constitutional assembly
To quote:

“It was thelr purpose—prematurely
attempted, but legitimate In concep-
tion—to establish popular government
under a limited monarchy on the Eng-
lish model, By every rule of patriotic
statecraft and self-preservation, the
erown in Russia was bound to see that
fair play should be given to their or-
derly and pacific movement. Had the
ezar insisted on sending Mr, Goremy-
kin into the retirement which he
eraved, and replacing him with Mr.
Mouromtseff, or some other capable
representative of the majority In the
Douma, he could probably have kept
the revolutionaries in check without
resorting to the military and the sec-
ret police, If the worst had come te
the worst, and he had been compelled
to employ foree against civie violence
he would have nad behind him the
moral and material support of all the
moderate-minded men .n the empire
The best he can now expect is that
the reformers will stand aside while

the struggle between Authority and
tevolution {s fought out to the Dbit-
er end.”

What the fight “to the bitter end"
wrecipitated by the fatal ukase of
Nicholas 11, may turn out to be is en-
arged upon in a communication to
he above-quoted London daily by Mr.
MacKenzle Wauaace, the greatest liv-
ng FBuropean speciallst on Russgian
nistory and polities. After discussing
he mistakes made on both sides, he
wlvances the following predictions:

“A time of internal ferment, com-
pared with which all the disorder, pil-
laging, and assassination of the past
months will have the appearance of
public order, lles before thls unhappy
sountry. During that period the lib-
eral sentiment of patriotic Russfans
will be put to a still severer test. Yet
they will unite against the wantonly
destruetive terrorism to which Russia
is meantime doomed, and, putting far
tions, chimerical schemes, and unnat-
tions, chimerical gchemes, and nanat-
ural alllances, will address themselves
to the solution of the complex prob-
lem which now confronts this state,
namely, the struggle between demo-
cratic and monarchial ideas in gov-
ernment, the role of the sovereign in
parliamentary regima, and the relation
of ministerlal responsibility to the par-
llamentary system."” — Translations
made for The Literary Digest.

MAY MAKE TYPES OF LIFE.

Factories for the Production of An-
imals Among the Future
Accomplishments,

Animal factorles may be an Indus.
try in future civillzations. Prof. Wil-
helm Ostwald, of the Unlversity of
Lelpzlg, belleves that by slow devel-
cpment sclence may even create a
type of life as high as that of our do-
mestic cats and dogs. Of course at
first man will be able to produce only
a plece of protoplasm, something llke
the water hydra or the resemblance
of the sea urchin Prof. Jacques Loab,
of the Unlversity of California, has
evolved: but it will be Instinet with
real life and it will be a step to tne
new evolution. 'This evolution ecan
only result in the creation of some-
thing the equal of the higher animals,
but what it will be who can say?

It seems to the professor that the
sclentist who will be able to do this
will be able to determine the physical
form of hls creation aft.r the devel-
opment has started and he will have
created a new order-of life, for this
being will multiply In Its own form
indefinitely, just the same as all our
modern animals.

“I am not a biologlst; 1 am merely
a chemist. I eannot say whether tals
creation will be erustacean, amphiblan,
mammallan, or whether biped, quad-
ruped, fish, fowl, or reptile; I know
that by Inorganle processes organle
being can be produced, and future gen-
erations may be furnished with a liv-
Ing object lesson in the doctrine of
evolution. Who knows hut a new or-
der of humanity may be created? A
living thing is nothing but a system
of energy and life—it Is but a mat-
ter of chemistry.”
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The Blessing of Poverty.

The soclal reformer, after ordering
a soda, addressed the shabby Individ-
ual at the bar. “Ah, my friend,” he
aald, “are you not aware that strong
irink biteth like a serpent and sting-
'th like an odder?’ The other Mold

p his glass to the llght, “This don't,
riend,” he said. *“T'his is only cheap,
rutered stuff. 1 can't afford to buy

he kind you refer to.” J
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The summer s past. Cool weather
is almost here. We are prepared for
it. We have drinks for all seasons

and plenty of cigars,
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